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In Matthew 16:24 we read this: "If anyone wishes to come after me, he must 
deny himself, and take up his cross and follow me."  The portion of the verse 
we should briefly focus on is that of denying self.  We may ordinarily perceive 
of the concept of self-denial in a rather restricted sense.  Perhaps we use it 
most often to signify giving something up.  For example, a week of self-denial 
might be a week when we do without a certain pleasure or luxury in order to 
contribute to some good cause.  But really, that is only a very small part of 
what Jesus meant when He spoke of self-denial.  To deny oneself means 
that in every moment of life we are to say "no" to self and "yes" to God.  To 
deny oneself means that we are to finally and for all time dethrone self and 
enthrone God.  To deny oneself means that we are to obliterate self as the 
dominant principle of life and we are to make God the ruling principle, in fact, 
the ruling passion of our lives.  The life of constant self-denial is the life of 
constant assent to God. 

The apostle Paul spoke of this same concept in 1 Corinthians 11:1, saying, 
"Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ."  Paul certainly encouraged 
his readers in Corinth, and us, to imitate what they saw in his life, to follow 
the pattern that he had set.  But there was also a condition attached: They 
were to imitate him only as he imitated Christ.  So once again we find that 
Jesus is to be the ultimate pattern for our lives.  Peter made it just as clear in 
these words taken from 1 Peter 2:21: "You have been called for this purpose, 
since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in 
His steps."  The concept which the little boy had was certainly accurate.  The 
nearer we can come to Jesus, the more we can emulate His life in our own 
lives, the less people will see of us and the more they will see of Christ.  The 
goal may best be stated in the words of Galatians 2:20: "I have been cruci-
fied with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the 
life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the son of God, who loved me 
and gave himself up for me." 
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to the 

Church of Christ 
meeting at Mack Road 

 
 

This morning’s sermon: 
What Results from Bible Baptism? 

Romans 6:1-18 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Congregational Meeting Times: 

 
Sunday 

Morning Bible Study 9:30 am 
Worship Service 10:30 am 
Evening Service 6:00 pm 

 
Wednesday 

Morning Bible Study 10:00 am 
Evening Bible Study 7:00 pm 



 

 

Ladies House to House Fellowship  
Lesson Book: “Developing Inner Strength, Living in the Joy of God’s Love” 

 
  

Next class:  May 17th at Jill Julien’s home.  
 Please prepare lesson 3. Lunch will be provided.  

 
Important dates to remember: 
May: 

Sun. 17th - Men’s Business Meeting, 4:30 pm at the building 
Sun. 26th - Last Sunday of the month song service during pm service 
 
Fellowship Opportunities: 
Sun. 3rd - Mt Mike’s Pizza in Elk Grove following AM services 
Sun. 3rd - Group 1 meets following evening services  

Visitors 
The members here would like to offer a special welcome to our visi-
tors today. Please allow us to shake your hand and talk with you, 
as we take great joy in getting to know you. Visitor cards are avail-
able at the pews for you to provide us with a record of your atten-
dance. We appreciate you taking the time to fill these out. 

Classes 
Growing Kids God’s Way: Tuesdays at 6:45pm at the Stiltz home.  

***No class this week due to the number of participants who are out of town*** 

Growing Kids God’s Way (2nd group—Sundays): COURSE CANCELLED due to 
lack of attendance at the first class last week. 

New Converts Class: 2nd and 4th Sundays at 5:00 at the building.  

Young Adults Class: Fridays at Caleb’s (Steve Sarff’s) home. See Caleb for details. 
 

 

MEMBER’S CORNER 

    

Christlikeness 
By Dennis Stackhouse 

 
A father and his small son were strolling down the street in Chicago past 
the place where a skyscraper was being constructed.  Glancing upward, 
they saw some men at work on one of the upper stories of the build-
ing.  "Dad," asked the young son, "what are those little boys doing up 
there?"  "Those are not little boys, son, they are grown men."  "But why 
do they look so small?"  "Because they are so high up," his father an-
swered.  After a momentary pause, the boy asked, "Then dad, when 
they get to heaven there won't be anything left of them, will 
there?"  Hopefully we understand the truth contained in that little state-
ment.  The nearer that we can come to Christ and imitate Him in all we 
do, the less others are going to see of us and the more they are going to 
see of Christ. 

Actually getting ourselves out of the way so that others can see Christ is 
certainly more difficult to do than it is to say.  However, we know that it is 
an established Biblical concept; Christian people are expected to do just 
that.  Jesus said, "Let your light shine before men in such a way that 
they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in 
heaven," in Matthew 5:16.  Our Lord is telling us that others are to see 
our good works, actions which are good and attractive.  However, there 
is a qualification.  These good works are to be such that they will draw 
the attention of others to God, and not to ourselves.  Thus, the Christian 
must never think of what he has done, but of what God has enabled him 
to do.  As long as we are thinking about the praise, the thanks, and the 
prestige which we will get for what we have done, we have not yet be-
gun to live the life of Christlikeness.  In speaking about the humble atti-
tude of our Lord, Paul instructed his readers to "have this attitude in 
yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus," in Philippians 2:5. 

(continued on back) 

Birthdays this week: 
Jack Bills   May 5 
Trish Van Airsdale  May 7 
Annette Robinson May 9 
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