| can know that | am saved when | understand that love requires action on my
part. In John 14:15-18, Jesus said, “If you love me you will keep my commandments.”
This is not a set of tasks that we check off to earn our salvation, but a willingness to do
whatever God asks us to do because we love him. In 1 John 3: 11-24, John tells us that
if we love God we will love each other, and to let us not love with word or with tongue
but in deed and truth.

I can know that | am saved when | understand that | must not love the world or the
things in it more than | love God. In 1 John 2:15-17, John warns us not to love the
world and the things of the world, because if anyone loves the world, the love of the Fa-
ther is not in him. If we love to participate in the things of the world, which is contrary to
the true nature of the Father, how can we have fellowship with Him?

I can know that | am saved when | understand that | can not be saved by doing it
by myself. In John 15:1-8, Jesus uses the illustration of the vine and the branches. Je-
sus is the vine and we are the branches. The branches can not bear fruit on it's own, but
has to be part of the vine. We as Christians need to understand that we are a part of the
body (the church), and when we recognize that we are doing this for God’s glory, and
not our own self interest, then the bearing of fruit will take care of itself.

I can know that | am saved when | understand that | can not give up and that |
need to keep trying by drawing nearer to God, by encouraging others, by loving
my brothers and sisters, and by doing good works. In Hebrews 10:19-31, the writer
encourages the brethren to draw nearer to God by being an active participant, and not a
passive participant. A relationship requires active participation to grow and nurture a
relationship. We accomplish this one step at a time. If we become passive or stagnant
we will tend to fall back into the world, which will result in a fearful expectation of the
judgment.

These are only a few practical illustrations that will help us answer the question “how
can | know that | am saved.” The challenge is to not only understand these things, but to
put them into action.

For additions or corrections to the directory please contact Mike Mendez

Church of Christ, P.O. Box 231005, Sacramento, CA 95833
(916) 428-1956 / 428-1967 website: www.mackroadchurchofchrist.com

For corrections, suggestions, or to have something included in the bulletins, please contact Ryan
or Jennifer Stiltz at 924-0435 or email at stiltz_family@sbcglobal.net
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WELCOME

to the

Church of Christ

meeting at Mack Road

This morning’s sermon:
What should people expect at the end,
God’s end?
1 Corinthians 15:50-58

Congregational Meeting Times:

Sunday
Morning Bible Study 9:30 am

Worship Service 10:30 am
Evening Service 6:00 pm

Wednesday
Morning Bible Study 10:00 am

Evening Bible Study 7:00 pm



Visitors

The members here would [iRe to offer a special welcome to our visi-
tors today. Please allow us to shake your hand and talk with you,
as we take great joy in getting to RKnow you. Visitor cards are avail-
able at the pews for you to provide us with a record of your atten-
dance. We appreciate you taking the time to fill these out.

Important dates to remember:

March:
Sun. 15th - Business Meeting at 4:15 PM

Sun. 29th - Friends service, am services. Members are encouraged to
invite friends. A short question/answer period will follow the
services.

Sun. 29th - Last Sunday of the month song service, pm services

Fellowship Opportunities:
Sun. 15th - Group 2 meets following evening services

April: 6-11th local missionary work planned, see Mike for details

'

MEMBER’S CORNER

Recently baptized: Priscilla was baptized March 6th

Recently placed membership: Allan and his family

Classes
Growing Kids God’s Way: Tuesdays at 6:45pm at the Stiltz home.

New Converts Class: 2nd and 4th Sundays at 5:00 at the building.
Young Adults Class: Fridays at Caleb’s (Steve Sarff’'s) home. See Caleb for details.

Ladies House to House Fellowship

We are starting a new book; it is from the Life Principles Study Series
Lesson Book: “Developing Inner Strength, Living in the Joy of God’s Love”

Next class: Today March 15th at Mavrey Uptegrove’s home.
Please prepare lesson 1. If you do not have a lesson book, please
see Mavrey Uptegrove.
April 19th - Jennifer Stiltz

Can | Know That | Am Saved?
By Matt Craig

Can | know that | am saved? It appears to be a simple question, and one that |
am sure many Christians would be quick to answer with an astounding, “YES!”
But dig a little deeper, and ask how do you know that you’re saved? Then, it can
be a little challenging for those who learned the first principles of becoming a
Christian but have failed to mature spiritually. Those of us who have put on
Christ through baptism should understand that this is the beginning point of the
journey in the life of a Christian, and from that point forward each of us individu-
ally chooses how we live our life, whether in service to God, or to ourselves. So
how can | know that | am saved? Here are a few points that can help us answer
that question.

I can know that | am saved when | understand the need to love God. In
Luke 10:25-28, the lawyer asked Jesus, “What must he do to inherit eternal
life?” Jesus asked him what is written in the law, and the lawyer replied, “Love
the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength,
and with all your mind, love your neighbor as yourself,” to which Jesus said,
“you have answered correctly,” and then proceeded to give the account of the
good Samaritan. It requires more than just saying, “I love you.” It requires a total
commitment of oneself to God, and to treat EVERYONE as you would treat
yourself.

Continued on back page

Birthdays this week:
Seth Ignacio March 17 (1st Birthday)
Donna Kelso March 20
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