After fifteen days, the horse returned. He hadn’t been stolen; he had run away into the forest.
Not only had he returned, he had brought a dozen wild horses with him. Once again the village
people gathered around the woodcutter and spoke. “Old man, you were right and we were
wrong. What we thought was a curse was a blessing. Please forgive us.”

The man responded, “Once again, you go too far. Say only that the horse is back. State only that
a dozen horses returned with him, but don’t judge. How do you know if this is a blessing or not?
You see only a fragment. Unless you know the whole story, how can you judge? You read only
one page of a book. Can you judge the whole book? You read only one word of a phrase. Can
you understand the entire phrase?

“Life is so vast, yet you judge all of life with one page or one word. All you have is a fragment!
Don’t say that this is a blessing. No one knows. | am content with what | know. | am not perturbed
by what | don’t.”

“Maybe the old man is right,” they said to one another. So they said little. But down deep, they
knew he was wrong. They knew it was a blessing. Twelve wild horses had returned with one
horse. With a little bit of work, the animals could be broken and trained and sold for much money.

The old man had a son, an only son. The young man began to break the wild horses. After a few
days, he fell from one of the horses and broke both legs. Once again the villagers gathered
around the old man and cast their judgments.

“You were right,” they said. “You proved you were right. The dozen horses were not a blessing.
They were a curse. Your only son has broken his legs, and now in your old age you have no one
to help you. Now you are poorer than ever.”

The old man spoke again. “You people are obsessed with judging. Don’t go so far. Say only that
my son broke his legs. Who knows if it is a blessing or a curse? No one knows. We only have a
fragment. Life comes in fragments.”

It so happened that a few weeks later the country engaged in war against a neighboring country.
All the young men of the village were required to join the army. Only the son of the old man was
excluded, because he was injured. Once again the people gathered around the old man, crying
and screaming because their sons had been taken. There was little chance that they would re-
turn. The enemy was strong, and the war would be a losing struggle. They would never see their
sons again.

“You were right, old man,” they wept. “God knows you were right. This proves it. Yours son’s ac-
cident was a blessing. His legs may be broken, but at least he is with you. Our sons are gone
forever.”

The old man spoke again. “It is impossible to talk with you. You always draw conclusions. No one
knows. Say only this: Your sons had to go to war, and mine did not. No one knows if it is a bless-
ing or a curse. No one is wise enough to know. Only God knows.”

For additions or corrections to the directory please contact Mike Mendez

Church of Christ, P.O. Box 231005, Sacramento, CA 95833
(916) 428-1956 / 428-1967 website: www.mackroadchurchofchrist.com

For corrections, suggestions, or to have something included in the bulletins, please contact Ryan
or Jennifer Stiltz at 924-0435 or email at stiltz_family@sbcglobal.net
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WELCOME

to the

Church of Christ

meeting at Mack Road

This morning’s sermon:
What does Jesus say will happen in the
End?
1 Thessalonians 5:1-3

Congregational Meeting Times:

Sunday
Morning Bible Study 9:30 am

Worship Service 10:30 am
Evening Service 6:00 pm

Wednesday
Morning Bible Study 10:00 am

Evening Bible Study 7:00 pm



Visttors

The members here would [iRe to offer a special welcome to our visi-
tors today. Please allow us to shake your hand and talk with you,
as we take great joy in getting to RKnow you. Visitor cards are avail-
able at the pews for you to provide us with a record of your atten-
dance. We appreciate you taking the time to fill these out.

Important dates to remember:

March:
Sun. 1st - 5:00 PM Teachers meeting for teachers, parents of children, &
members that may have interest in helping out in the bible classes.

Sun. 15th - Business Meeting at 4:15 PM

Fellowship Opportunities:

Sun. 1st - Mt. Mike’s following morning services
Sun. 1st - Group 2 meets following evening services
Sun. 8th — Progressive Singing beginning at 2:00 pm

April: Mission Trip Scheduled for April 6-11, see Mike for details

Classes
Growing Kids God’s Way: Tuesdays at 6:45pm at the Stiltz home.

New Converts Class: 2nd and 4th Sundays at 5:00 at the building.
Young Adults Class: Friday nights at Steve Sarff's home. See Caleb for details.

Ladies House to House Fellowship

We are starting a new book; it is from the Life Principles Study Series
Lesson Book: “Developing Inner Strength, Living in the Joy of God’s Love”

Next class: Sunday, March 15th at Mavrey Uptegrove’s home.
Please prepare lesson 1. If you do not have a lesson book, please
see Mavrey Uptegrove.

April 19th - Jennifer Stiltz

(AT

MEMBER’S CORNER

The Woodcutter's Wisdom
By Max Lucado

Once there was an old man who lived in a tiny village. Although poor, he was envied
by all, for he owned a beautiful white horse. Even the king coveted his treasure. A
horse like this had never been seen before—such was its splendor, its majesty, its
strength.

People offered fabulous prices for the steed, but the old man always refused. “This
horse is not a horse to me,” he would tell them. “It is a person. How could you sell a
person? He is a friend, not a possession. How could you sell a friend?” The man was
poor and the temptation was great. But he never sold the horse.

One morning he found that the horse was not in the stable. All the village came to see
him. “You old fool,” they scoffed, “we told you that someone would steal your horse.
We warned you that you would be robbed. You are so poor. How could you ever hope
to protect such a valuable animal? It would have been better to have sold him. You
could have gotten whatever price you wanted. No amount would have been too high.
Now the horse is gone, and you've been cursed with misfortune.”

The old man responded, “Don’t speak too quickly. Say only that the horse is not in the
stable. That is all we know; the rest is judgment. If I've been cursed or not, how can
you know? How can you judge?”

The people contested, “Don’t make us out to be fools! We may not be philosophers,
but great philosophy is not needed. The simple fact that your horse is gone is a curse.”

The old man spoke again. “All | know is that the stable is empty, and the horse is gone.
The rest | don’t know. Whether it be a curse or a blessing, | can’t say. All we can see is
a fragment. Who can say what will come next?”

The people of the village laughed. They thought that the man was crazy. They had al-
ways thought he was fool; if he wasn’t, he would have sold the horse and lived off the
money. But instead, he was a poor woodcutter, an old man still cutting firewood and
dragging it out of the forest and selling it. He lived hand to mouth in the misery of pov-
erty. Now he had proven that he was, indeed, a fool.

(continued on back)

Birthdays this week:
Lea Dwyer March 1
Joshua Dudich March 6
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